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To the Right Honourable Willast 
Mountague Lord Chief Baron of 

- His Majeſties Court of Exche- 
uer, And To the Honourable 

ir Richard Holloway Knight one 
of the Kings Serjeants at Law, 

\ Juſtices of Afﬀize. in the No#folk 
Circuit. 


May it pleaſe your Lordſhips. 


—\He Age abounds with that . va= 
| riety of Excellent Diſcourſes on 
all $ yy ny that I could mwil- 


lngly have ſuppreſs mine, Hom = 
A 3 ever 
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The Dedication. 


ever bad there been any thing mn this diſe 
courſe_more than- the Seaſonable and 
Honeſt Defign of it to recommend it 
to that good opinion Your Loradſhips mere 
pleaſed” to- entertain of 1t,. 1" could> mith 
the leſs reluftance have complyed with the 
firſt intimation of Tour Lordſbips plea- 
(ure, and the more readily bave - conſen= 
ted to. its Publuation. Not . that - I 'was 
backward to print. a diſcourſe Honour d with 
Tour Lirdfoips . Approvation;; belucving 
it could come to the view of any more Ju- 
dicious than your Lordſbips; but be- 
cauſe I Fear there are Thoſe who will be leſs 
Favourable ; Tour - Lord/bips Aﬀetti- 
on to the Sutablenelſs of my Subjett, ba- 
ving poſſeſt You with too kind an opinion 
of 11s Management tov. n 


It is a very good thing to Endeavour 
» | the 


" The Dedication. | 
the - Promotion of Peace and ©uiet in the 
world ; and.Inifb with all my heart it hall 
been in my power to have bandled a; Sub 


' qett of this nature as 1t deſerves, eſpectal= 


ly at ſuch a Time, when it appears plainly 
what a diſturbance to the Government the 
Fatt1ous ſpirits of . thoſe men have been, who 
love to meddle mith things that do not be= 
long to them. 


If what I had the Honour to diſcourſe 
before Your Lordſhips, may in any reſpett 
help to Allay this Turbulent Humour, and 
to Engage men for the Future to mind their 
own Afﬀeairs only, and live peaceably, I 
ſhall think my ſelf Happy to have gained my 
Deſigy im the Preaching of it. But as for 
the Expoſing it thus Publickly to the Deli- 
 berate Cenſure of others, nothing can ex= 
cuſe ſo Hazaraous an Attempt, but that 
| Obedtence 


Obedience to my Superiors, which Your 
Lordſbips may juſtly challenge as a debt 
due to your Lord ps from 


Tour Lordſbrps 


Moſt bumble Servant, 
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1 Thefſ. IV. 11. 
And that bs ſtudy tobe quiet, and to do your 


own bufmneſs. 
| poſtle in the firſt Age of the Goſpel 
thought fit frequently to perſwade 
his new Converts to it; but I think it never more 
needed to be Taught and Inculcated than in our 
dayecs, wherein Parties and Diſſentions, Factions 
and Seditions, Confpiracies and Treaſons make 
no lictle noiſe in the world. 

Saint Paul was a great Scholar, and well yer- 
ſd and ſtudicd inall parts of Learning, and yet 
we ſee his Advice to his followers was not to put 
them upon the ſtudy of Controverſy, bur of 
Peaceablencfs. It is thought he wasat the Univerli- 
ty of Athens when he wrote this Epiſtleto the Theſ- 
alonians ; and bcing there amonglt the buſie Stu- 
dents of the Arts = Sciences, heſends his Advice 
to the Scholars under his initruction, what ſort of 


Students he would havethem tobe, and his wy" 
B fe 


He Doctrine of Peace is proper enough 
to be Preacht at all Times; The A- 
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(2) 
ſel to them is to ſtudy to be quiet : And the Apoſtle 
ſeemsto have giventhisprecept withregard tothe 
reat fault of the Ro all chereavours, and to 
= ficced his doctrinal Adyice, for che bringing 
them off from 1c : For the Greeks g-nerally were a 
fort of people that were given, to a ſoft and idle 
way of life, and went about Scoſfiag ani Tat- 
ling, and according to che account of them 
which we have in the AFs, took delight and ſpent 
their time in nothing elſe but either to tell, gr hear 
ſome new thing, "Acts. 17. 21, | x 
The word is $99 and fignifi:s the endea- 
youring after a thing witn fome vehement deſire 
and care, anda kind of Ambion : it 1s Engliſhed 
here ſtudying ; for quietnefs is ſo zxcelleat arhing, 
as to be worthy of our ambirion and ſtuly. Bur 
is there any difficalcy in chis mucer? is ic 1 hard © 
buſineſs to be quiet and (till, or m4 t 1: coit us fo 
much trouble to avoid che giving others any ? In- 
deed the Apoſtle doth well advife us to tu ly qui- 
et, asathing which we.cannot very calily com- 
paſs ; and we mult take ſome care and pains with 
our ſelves betore we can attain this skill, the way 
hereuntolying through a great many parts and 
duties of Religion that are not ſured to the cor- 
rupt diſpoſitions of men? For there are ſeveral 
lufts to be ſubdued in order to it, from them 
| NN. 7anes 


5 gW_ ww ' Tz _ —_ AS 


ous In 


(3) 
St. . James tells us, come Wars and Contentions, 
7am. 4,4. Thereare Pations and mordinate De- 
fires ro be ruled ; and þelides there is a bufie De- 
vil too chat ſtirs abgur, and. always puts in for 
the furchering of Nuſcard and Confuſion, wherg 
he cagdo with adyantage;, and there.are vark 
| ry mA and Comten- 
tion, which we. mcet wathal, in a bad World. 
Finally, we may happen. to. fail of, gaining the 
point with others, though we-{tudy1aciro{he 
utmoſt our ſelyes, .in which caſe the beſt-thar we 
can do is what js, required of us, and all that 
expected, the Apoltle hipaſclt exhorting us to 
no more than this,, as much,as in xs lies ,.t0: Hive 
peaceably with all Men, Rom. 12.18. iy 

And hence what the Apoſtle exhorts us to, as 
requiring Care and Pains to be ſtudied for, the 
Pllmiſt in hke mannex-perſtades us to, as athing 
not to be fqund wichounſecking tor: Seek Peace 
and purſue it, Pſal. 34. x4. Which two expreſſi- 
ons put together do import how much is to be 
done, for the ſake of Quictneſs. iSzzdy to be qui- 
et, and to do your-own buji »eſs. 

In which words the Apoſtle adviſes. us to two 
things, to the latter in order to theiformer; Be 
—_ to livequietly, and thar you way ton- 
t:nue ſo to do, , mind your &wn buſineſs as yau 
B 2 ſhould 
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ſhould do, and be duly intent upon thoſe things 


which concern your particular Cond:tion and 
Vocation m the World, and then others abour 
you, your Neighbours and the Government 
will be 1n lefs danger of recewing any trouble or 
diſturbance from you : For che Apoſtle per- 
fuades us here to the ſtudy of Quier ag we are 
Neighbours, and as weare Subjects, and wovld 
have us peaccable men as conſidered ftanding in 
both thoſe Relations, though I conceive he prin- 
cipally reſpects here the Poltrical quier, wiſhing 
and begging that all who arc called Chriſtians 
would do nothing againſt that. 

Wherefore deligning 'from' the Apoſtles ad- 
vice todiſcourſe of quiet in humane Life, I ſhall 
perſuade men to live peaceably amongſt them- 
ſelves in common Converſarion, and to be quiet 
'Subje&s under the-Government: 

Firſt, We are to conſider how this quietneſs is 
to be ſtudied , and the contrary prevented-in 
common Society between one manand another, 
and here [ ſhall be brief, for it 1s not char Quiet 
I would chiefly infiſt on at thus rime : yer, 
however,for as much as the way we take, and the 
Rules we follow to be quiet in common Society, 
will alſo difpoſeus to live quietly under the Go- 
ernment; and they whoarc good Neighbours 
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are the likelieſt to make good Subjets; I ſhall 
begin with the ſtudy of quuet, as we converſe 
wich one another 1n common Life, and in treat- 
ing upon this, I ſhall in few words explain and 
improve the Apoſtles advice, as it reſpects com- 
mon Converſation, by rcſolving it into theſe 
following Exhortations. | 

.1. Study to be ſo qualified your ſelves as 
to be rightly diſpoſed to be Children of Peace, as, 

(t.) Tobe ſo Humble and Mcan i your own 
Opinions of your ſelves, as Religion reaches you 
to be: The Wiſe Man tells us, He that is of a 
proud Heart ftirreth up ſtrife, Prov. 28. 25. and 
from Pride cometh Contention , Prov. 13. 10. and 
a great many ſtirs are made about Honour and 
Priority of place. For it is certain that an high 
yalue tor our fclyves will make us quarrel with 
all thoſe that go about to hinder us of that re- 
ſpect'we are greedy of ; and to be wiſe in our own 
conceits, and to cxalc our felvesabove every body, 
is the way to be at Peace with nobody but them - 
that flatrer us. 

(2.) To be followers of God, and toimitate the 
Divine Nature, in being /lowto anger, P. 145. 8. 
to be able diſcreetly to defer it, Prov. 19.11. to be 
calm and diſpafhonate , for unruly Paſſions do 
bur break forch che diſturbance of Converſa- 
tion, and to the interrupting of the pleaſure of 

Society,- 


(6.). 


Society, if not to the incenſang and. raiſing Paſ-, 
ſions in others. And as we, are not tp. be eafily . 
provoked, ſo neither to, be long angry when 
juſtly provoked'; Newer Jet the Sun go down upon 
your Wrath, Eph. 4. 26. Whereas they. who are 
Apunhay be angry, and ſo implaca os can neither | 
| bequiet within themſclyes, nor without towards 

others. | Ls 

| (3.) Tobeof afar Erevan tractable 
diſpoſition, not given to humourſomneſs, whic 
3s a very troubleſome qualicy , nothing being 
more deſtructive of quict, than a tardy rcſoly- 
tion to have our mind 1n eyery thing. 

(4.)To be moderate in your defiresand eſtima- 
tions of the things of this World ; whereas if 
your Hearts be u = Wealth, and you make 
haft to be rich, right or wrong, then, you will be 
apt to fly upon all thoſe as your Enemies that 
are not Friends to your deſign, or ſtand in the 
way of your purſuing it. | 

( 5.)To have the Univerſal love winch theGoſ- 
pel requires, even that of Enemies; whereas if 
you bear Malice in your Hearts towards any Per- 
ſons, it 15 not lkely you ſhould be quiet long 
your ſclyes, orletthem be ſo; nor indeed 1s 1t 

well poſſible to keep always at pgace with them 
-whom we hate, and whoſe we wilh,- _ 
CC 
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(7) 

lice-and Hatred being ever Roots of Litigiouf- 
ncfs. : 

 { 6) To be equal and candid inyour Judgings 
of otixers,and charitable in the Conſtructions you 
make upon mens words or actions ; to be always 
ready to interpret every thing you hear of them 
or ſee inthem, inas favourablc a ſence as it will 
bear, extenuating' what is faulty in them, as far as 
you areable: whereas the contrary inclination to 
cenſure People rigidly, and to make the worſt of 
whar they ſav or do, and to repreſent them in 
the baſe(t Colours, and to diſgrace and expoſe 
them, and to aggravate all their miſtakes and 
mfirmities, and the like, will often put us upon 
daling untarly with others, and treating them 
contempruouſly, as if we gave them defiance, 
and conſ:quently 1s very prejudicial to the quiet 
of Converſation. 

Thus in order to Quict, you are to begin with 
{tudying to reXify your own Tempers, labour- 
ing to mend chem where they arc not right and 
fred for Peaceabl:nefs, and never leaving off 


. till you have learn'd robe humble, and difpaſſio- 


nate and wrathle( and tractable,1nd moderate in 
yourloveof the World,and void of all Malice,and 
Candid andChariable i yourJudgments of your 
Neighbours: For ſo you arc to lay the Founda- 

tion 
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tion of Quietneſs towards others in your own' 
Peaccable Diſpoſitions. | 

2. In ftudying to be quiet conſult the diſpoſiti- 
ons of others too,cndeavouring to ſute your de- 
meanour thereunto in your converſation with 
them. For there being variety of tempers a- 
mongſt men, all are not be managed the ſame 
way ; The froward are to be handled more gent- 
ly,the jealous more cautioully and the paſſionate 
more ſoftly, and the like; very needful it is for 
the quiet of common ſociety that we ſhould take 
notice what men are as to their particular diſpo- 
ſitions and conſtitutions wherein they differ from 
others, and then uſe our care and prudence ac- 
cordingly in our carriage towardsthem. 

7 3- Forquiets ſake ſtudy how to rule and bri- 
dle your own tongues, and to haye them under 
ſuch Governance and reſtraint, 

That you allow not your ſelves in ſpeaking 
reproachingly and undervaluingly of others, The 
ſame Apoſtle who would have us ſtudy to bequi- 
ctadyifing us for that end to ſpeakevil of no man, 
F706. 3. 

That ou be no brawlers, that you avoid all 
diſtaſtful and provoking ſcoffings and deriſions, 
all abufaye jeſts and bucer, Sarcaſms, or any thin 
of that nature, whereby others are affronted and 
diſgraced, That 


Nr pewg7 Wu oa 


3 


That you be not the Tathers the A- - 
poſtlecondemns, making idle inquirics © © * 
inco other perſons circumſtances which you are, 
nothing concern'd in, going about with Tales to 
diſaffect people towards each other, Speaking 
things you ought not, and cenſuring-what you do 
not underſtand, | 

Thar you bcable to break off from diſputes and 
to let fall ſucceſleſs wranglings, when you ſee no- 
thing can come on't in the ifſue bur only heat 
and paſſionand quarrelling on both ſides. 

That you manage your tongues aright in ad- 
viſing and reproving of others, thatis, with a 
care that you do it ſeaſonably and prudently up- 
on all accounts, leſt otherwiſe inſtead of doing 
good bythis means you prove only diſguſtful 
and offcn(1ve,and fo diſturb the quict of conyer- 
ſation. 

The Tongue .is alittle member, but , , 
unleſs it be governed itisable ro make 73 * * © 


a great diſturbance, cven to Ser on fire the whole 
courſe of nature a$St. Fames ſpeaks ; and David like- 


| * wiſe in thatplace where he exhorts us to ſeek peace 


and purſue it, would have us for that endkeep our 


tongues aright. 


4. At hearing ill of others be carctul not to 


Zivc heed to what is faid of them lightly and 0- 


C yer-credu- 
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U-credulouſly; you are not to ſuffer P irs 
thoughts concerning any perſon or your affecti- 
ons towards him he preſently alrered upon the 
talk of ſome backbicing iI-willer, nor are you 
lightly to take up a reproach agat 1! your nergh- 
bour, or caſfily to-reccive an accuſation againſt 
any one, but you areto ſuſpend awhile, and to 
ſtudy the matter out, and examine the thing fur- 
ther ; for by this means a great deal of diſquiet 
may be prevented. 

5. In-the ſtudying of quiet weigh all things ſo 
wiſely and ſoberly as alwaics to prefer peace and 
quiet before things not worth the breaking it,and 
never offer to contend about things that cannot 
well juſtifie contention. They are to blame who 
makequarrelſomeſeparationsinRel1gion only up- 
on theaccount of little and indifferent things in 
Gods worſhip:And they are not theStudentsinthe 
Text, who when they have once begun to contend 
for any point will never be willing tolctthe thin 
fall,choughthe matter contended for bebura trifle 
or nothing,while the buſineſs only is, they muſt 
havetheir humour and get the day : Nor dothey 
ſtudy quiet, who arc ſolitigiouſly given that they 
will go to Law for ſmall matters, and will righe 
themſelves upon every: frivolous occaſion by a le- 
gal conteſt, and will moleſt theCourt withSures of 
no 


Bis. Tu. 


- tO charge his hearers before the Lord that 


(1t ) 


' no yalue:: Nor do They mind the Advice of the 


Texr, who will enter.into Centelts about Opini- 
ons, and agirate diſputes with a great deal of ca- 
perneſs and heat,when theQueftion diſcuſſed,and 
te Macter of opinion contended for is very infig- 
nificant,and hardly ofany concernmene or cons 
quence;whereas it was theApoſtle's counſel to7itus 
they flrive not about words to no profit. We,” "_ 
muſt ſtudy quiet by weighing the n ure of 
things thoroughly before we go about to con- 
_ conſidering with our ſelves that every little 
thing ought not to diſturb the quiet of Society, 
and that ſmall matters cannot juſtifie the violati- 
on of Peace. 


6. Study to be quiet by taking all poſſible care 


| that you prove not the occaſion of beginning or 


of prolonging any differences between man and 
man : Unleſs we would do what is perfectly re- 

ugnant tothe advice of the Text, wemult take 

ecd that we do not act as Incendiaries, and ſet 
people at variance, and draw them into conteſts, 
or prolong them when they are begun, and 
foment the differences between hinzd ytoturn 
their Quarrels to our own advantage. The Stu 
dent in the Text 'is-rather the-Peace-maker, :that 
doth his beſt to reconciledifagreeing partics, and 
2 to 
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to reduce them to a friendly accommodation, | 

7. For the preſervation of peace ſtudy to, be 
exact and punctual in giying imparrally every 
man his due, in giving, men their due”of that. xe- 
ſ — which belongsto them inthe place or ſtation 
they arc in, their due of all other, kinds, bY be- 
ing juſt and honeſt in your dealings with Al and 
tructo your wordsand bargains, wronging and 
defrauding no body. iD CT: 

8. For quietneſs learn meckly to paſs by ſuch 
ſmall faults and offences of your neighbours, as 
you are not much the worle for your ſclyes, con- 


{idering that in humane converſation there can: . 


not well be that exactneſs but that now and then 
ſomething will beamiſs, and therefore there cari 
be no quictneſs in common life, if we be givento 
be diforder'd at any thing,if we deeply _ eVC- 
ry lictle Affront, and be enraged at every little 
word, andall in a paſſion at any little miſtake or 
neglect, and take fire at the lealt ſpark. 

' 9. To maintain quietneſs in Soctetyſtudy to 
be kind and obliging to all people, to be helpful 
and beneficial to cach other in all good offices 
and in all the inſtances of Humanity and Chari- 
ty whatſocycr, and be ready to accommodate 
one anotheras need ſhall require, and to afford 
your mutual comfort and aſliſtance at all times 
when itis wanted, Laftly, 
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. Laſtly, For this purpoſe, Study to do your own: , 

buſineſs which is.the particular mencion'd in the 
Text,and js equally neceſſary in order both to the 
privateand publick quiet. Not as chougha com- 
mendable deſire that truth might obtain, and 
virtue encreaſe more in the world, and a ſincere 
FRncern tor Gods Honourand Glory, and a real 
oye-of our neighbour and deſireof his goodand 

welfare, could not juſtly and laudably engage us 
in the matters and concernments .of others, the 
Apoſtlecxhorting us 1n another, place not, to /cok 
every man on his own things, but every adi | 
man alſo onthe thingsof another zwhence _.. 
it 15 notonly allowable but ourduty roo to inter- 
meddlein other mens concerns when we do it up- 
on the grounds and reaſons foremention'd. Bur 
to ruſh upon other folks buſineſs,and intrude into 
their affairs, and pry into their cloſeſt deſigns, 


and cenſure their proceedings, and moleſt them 


at their employments is an 1immodeſt and prag- 
matical meddling that deſtroys all peaceand quier 
in Society : And therefore to be quiet with others 
be buſie with your ſelves, ferying God and do- 
ing good in your Generation in that place and | 
profeſſion of life to which God hath called you.. 
This is ſtudying to be quiet incommon ſociety 
as welive together ; To whuch care and ſtudy = 
c 
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| the Preſervation of quiet amongſt men there are 
| . theſe Motives, Thatthen Society will become ca: 
i! fie and delightful, and true Chriſtian love and a- 
mity and murual reſpect wilt be kept up and main- 
tained, and we ſhall be more able ro do good to 
oneanothers ſouls; for while we {abour for the things 
which make for peace we are then. in the faireſt way 
to =_ one another, and we ſhall avoid ſeveral fins 
which ſtrife and contention doth moſtly engage 
men in; and being at quiet our ſelves and ſtudy- | 
ing tocontinue ſo with all men, we muſt 'needs | 
then bethe beſtdiſpoſed todo the buſineſs of our = 
particular Calling as it ſhould be done ; and whilſt 
we are no wayes diverted and diſtracted by Tem- ! 
ral diſturbances and unquiet circumſtances | 

97nh can alſo bethe better intent uponthe great 
Aﬀeairs of Ercrnity, and mind che buſineſs of our 
General Calling ; and when weare quiet without 
onevery Dis Raving diſcharged all choſe Chriſti- 
an duties which contributeto peace, we ſhall be 
furc to haye the quieter minds and conſciences | 
within, and moreover our care to live peaceably ! 
together will make us meer Candidates for an * 
Heaven of Everlaſting quiet : And finally as long | 
as weare here it will be our happineſs tohaye Gol 
amongſt us to delight in us and bleſs us, as the A- | 
2. cr. 13:1. voſtle affrired the Corinthians, '/ive in | 
peace, 
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| (15) 
peace, and the God of love and peace ſhall be with you. 
{ Which allthat ſhall be faid concerning the ſtu- 
| dy of quiet in common converſation. 

I proceed then to diſcourſe of the Political qui- 
ct, and of theftudy of that ; And to be quiet Sub- 
| jects, and to be peaccably ſubmiſſive to the Go- 
{ vernment is what menarechicfly to be perſwaded 
| to, the miſchief of the contrary being far more 
{ fatal than what comes only by priyate differences 
| anddiſturbances between man and man : A ſedi- 
| tious Subject is worſe than a troubleſome Neigh- 
\ | bour; the former diſquiers a few about him, the 
' | Latter the whole community : For which reaſon 
- | the Law1s more ſevere againſt Treaſon and Rebel- 
; |} lion, foraſmuch as they ſtrike at the Publick 
; | quict, andundermine the very foundation of Go- 
r } yernment. And St. Pazl inthe Text where he ex- 
© | horts us tothe ſtudy of quiet, feems chiefly to re- 
- | ſpect quietneſs underAuthority and Government. 
e | For whereasthe Apoſtle and they that were ' with 
S | himwere reported of as troublefome men that 
y 1 turd the world upſide down, upon which a Tu- 
n } mult began, he makes away to Athers, begging of 
_ the Theſalonicn Converts,he had letr, for that ve- 

| ry reaſon to ſtudy to be quict, that forhcy might 

| wipe off from themſelves the reproach of. being a 
in | difordetly people. Burt we had need put meh = 

| | m 


{ 46) 
mind of their duty to: Principalitics and : Powers, 
and exhort- them to be quiet ſubjects in'cheſe; 
Dayes, wherein. unpeaccable.  and.;ill-affefted 
men have attempted to curoff the moſt Gracious 
of Princes, and to deſtroy the beſt of Religions, 
| the beſt of Governments, the compleateſt, Con- 
ſticution 1n Church and State that the -Chriſtian 
world knows, and to have involy'd us all in aNa- 
tional confuſjon. 

Now therefore in perſuading men to the ſtudy 
of che Politicial quiet, to ſtudy to be quict asthey 
are Subjects, theſe Two things are to be done : 

Firſt, I am to ſhew how we may beſt follow 
this Advice of ſtudying to be quiet Subjc&ts un- 
der Government. 

Secondly, I am tolay down ſeveral motives to 
enforce our care and ſtudy ſoto be. 

As to the firſt, how the Apoſtles Advice here 
may beſt be followed by us, and what is ſtudyin 
to live peaceably under Government, I ſh 
Inſiſt upon four Particulars, and ſhew, 


1. What weare to be in our Sclyes,if we would | 


be rightly diſpoſed to bethus Quiet. 

2. What ought to beour care in our carriage 
towards Others for the Preſervation of this Qui- 
et | 


that 


of 3- WhatRulcs of Prudence are to be obſerved | 
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that we may not be influenced by others to beun- 
uiet. 

, 4. Why the Apoſtle preſcribes this Expedient 

in particular,that we would mind to do our own bus 


r. Let us conſider what we are to be in our 
ſelves, if we would be rightly diſpoſed to be quiet 
under Government, and by that we may under- 
ſtand partly what it is co ſtudy to be fo: Now 
there are ſcyeral things which diſpoſe men to un- 
peaccableneſs under Government,and make them 
ready for Sedition and Treaſon, though th 
be not actually engaged in any deſignagainfſt the 
Government. For as all the Crnflnen in an 
Horrid Conſpiracy do not propound the ſame 
Ends to themſelves, but ſome one, ſome another, 
ſo of thoſe who are feditiouſly and treaſonably 
diſpoſed ſome come to be ſo upon ane account, 
ſome upon another. Wherefore that we ma 
be qualified aright to be peaceable Subjects, I hall 
take notice of thoſe things which diſpoſe men to 
unquietnefs under Government, and prepare 
them co be ina Plot, when occaſton ſerves : And 
here Rudying to be quiet is, labouring to remove 
{far from our ſclves allſach Caufes of unpeacea- 
Ibleneſs; wich arethefe chat follow, 
3 1. Ambition; forthat is a reſtlefs thing, - 
D WI 
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will not ſuffer thoſe to be quiet in whom it is pre». 


dominant, where any thing 1s to be done in the 
proſecution of its own deſigns; it will make way 
and break through where it can, ſtopping at no- 
thing,nor regarding atall cheRules of Religion,the 
Good of the Publick, or the Sacredneſs of Sove- 
raignty. When a man reſolves tobe ſome body,he 
is as reſolute to care for no body thatſtands in 
the way of his deſign, if he can bur effect his buſi- 
neſs. When the Biſhops of Rome began to grow to 


that vaſt Ambition,thatnothing would ſerye them; 


but the Imperial Crown,and theTemporal Power, 
no wonder that there followed immediately Com- 
buſtions, Rebellions, and many a bloudy En- 


terprize. When Abſalom had ſet his heart upon - 


being King, he ſoon diſturbs the Publick quiet, 
and raiſes a Rebellion againſt his Father : As alſo 
aſpiring Adonijah got a Seditious Party to himſelf, 
when he ſet up for the Kingdom againſt his Bro- 
ther. The Government 1s notſecure of thoſe that 
would fain be uppermoſt themſelves : . Ambition 
always inclines me ntobe troubleſomto the State, 
and they who are thus diſpoſed, if they do but 
ſerye their owndefigns, matter not though it be 
doneby ſubverting of Governments, and unhing- 
ing of the World. Study then to be quiet under 
Goycrnment,by endeayouring to keep your ſelyes 
meckly 
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5 
' meekly minded ; and to ſubdue all ambitious incli- 
nations,and to check all motions of thatſore when 
you find them ſtirring in you, andlearn to be ca- 
fie andfatisfied in that ſtateand place wherein God 
hath ſer you. 

2. Private Diſcontent: For that is another thing 
diſpoſing mento be reſtleſs and unquier, -eſpect- 
| ally when it happens to be their condition, ' who 
are Great Perſons, and ſomore able than others to 
be troubleſome, and to contrive and carry on a 
muſchievous deſign again{t the State. Perhaps 
things do not go with the man juſt as he would 
have them ; peradventure he hath not the Favour 
of his Princeſo much as he thinks hedeſerves, and 
then thenext thing is, he is ready to be engaged 
ina Party madre ta : and becanſc he 1s croſt in 
ſome particulars, and 1magins hftnſelf not reſpet- 
ed enough, he refolyes ro rake his fill of Revenge, 
though he makes the whole Body Politick ſhake 
for't, and hurles the world into confuſion ;/ or at 
leaſthe will feek to mend his Condition, by trying 
rodethrone that Power which he judgesis net fa- 
yourable enough to him, and by venturing-what 
may happen upona Change and new Scene of 
things: And no doubt, where the Devil finds 
Malc-contents of this ſort, and ſees how they are 
diſpoſed, -he takes adyantage againſt them, *;ma- 
D 2 naging 
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| _— 
naging his Suggeſtions accordingly, to puſhthem 
med 0 Ne deſperate Wn Study . 
thentolive quictly under the Government, by ſtu- 
dying contentment in your privateCircumſtances, 
though they be not juſt as you would have them: 
and herein imitate St. Paul, who as he adviſes us in 
the Text to ſtudy to be quiet, ſo he ſtudied it 
himſelf this way; for he tells us of himſelf, I have 
learnt in whatever ſtate I am therewith to 
be content. 

3. The diſcontents of a Party dolikewifſe diſpoſe 
them who areof it to be unquiect and turbulent, 
and to be engaged in moſt horrid Enterprizes, e- 
ſpecially when Afairs are in ſucha poſture and 
condition, that their great Deſigns are bafled, and 
all their Hopes at an end. For when a Party is 
diſcontented andrhere is a _ mon diſſatisfaction 
amonglt a great many people, wilt often 
rage ok againſt rebum and by this 
means hearten,and encourage one another in miſ- 
chicf; and when it iscome to that paſs, that their 
ends cannot be obtained from the Government, 
and nothingisto be done by gentleand flow me- 
thods, they are for trying to diſpatch their buſineſs 
more effectually a quicker way, andtheir laſt de- 
__ remedy overturning the Government,to 

tup for Goyernours themſelves. Thus 1s _ 
the 


Phil. 4. 11, 
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che diſcontents of Factious people do commonly 

bring them to in the ifſue, when they are a 
hopes of gaining cheit ends any other way, When 
Perſons of Loyalty are put into all the places of 
Authority, and they only who are true to the 
Thronearc intruſted with Publick Offices, and the 
Church and State are the moſt firmly eſtabliſhed, 
then no wonder if a Party of Male-contents be 
driven to the deſperate reſo]ution not to fit down 
quietly by the Government, but to put themſelves 
upon the laſt Extremities. Whenever then the 
Conſticution of Aﬀairs quite ſpoils a deſign you 
have verycarneſtly | om. take heed that you 
harbour no angry diſcontents in your breafts, nor 
efpouſe the diſcontents of others, nor joyn with 
Makvolent men in diſloyal expreſſions of your 
diſpleaſure at the Government : but ſtudy a qui- 
etſubmuſhon to the preſent condition of things, 
believing rather whatever point you have loft, 
which youcould wiſh to have gain'd, chat what 
gorder'd and diſpoſed byGod and your Superiors, 
will prove beſt in the end. * | EE 


4. Through want of Gratinzede towards God for 
all the bleſſings of the Government teen becqmeirea- 
dyfor unquitneſs under'ir, when men' haye tro 
due ſenſe of theDivine Mercies youchſafed them, 


no 
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no marvelif they ſhould prove fo overſeen, as to 

offer to bereave themſelves of them,even by an Act 

of their own. As for our preſent Government, 

if we either conſider what it 1s un 1t ſelf, or com- 

pare itwith what we fee elſewhere in the world, we 

muſt judge'itto bethe beſtand happieſt of Con- 

{titutions; whence I, infer; - That tf people were 

duly thankful ro God for National Bleſhngs 

here in:England, and knew when they were well 

the King and Government wereas fate as poſſible : 

bur if men have no Senſe at all of the happineſs of 
a Conſtiturton, nor ever look up to God with 

Grateful acknowledgments of '1t, I cannot much 

wonder, if they ſhould become ſo weak, as to be 

for trying Concluſions by a Change. Wherefore, 
as the Caſe is with us, would you itndy this Qui- 
et, viz. tobe as Loyal tothe King as you ought 
to be, ſtudy then to be as Thanktul roGod as you 
ſhould be. 

5. A diſtruſting of Gods Providence and care of us 
for the Future and an impatience to be ar an cnd of 
ſome preſent fears,rs another thing diſpoſing men 
to unquietneſs : Upon a proſpect of ill rumes that 
may come,ſome muſtupand be doing themſelves, 
to prevent them by all manner of means, even 
by the Dabolical onesof TreaſonableAſſociations, 
Aſaſſnations, and Inſurre&tions. Popery may 
come 
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come in, and that is to bekept out;and pray God 
it may; but Godforbid that we ſhould offer to 
keep it out the ſame way by whichthe Papiſts have 
attempted to bring it in: To conſpircagainſt the 
Prince, and to ſtrike at the Goyetnment, is going 
horridly to work to keep out Popery, ns I be- 
lieve this Evil will hardly ever be prevented by 
means of this fort; we had better ſtand , 
flill and ſee the ſalvation of the Lord, than © 
think of ſaving our ſelves by villanous and trea- 
ſonable Devices ; men had better leave the matter 
to God, and ſtay his I:1ſure, and truſt in his care 
of his Church, which he hath ſomuraculouſly ma- 
nifeſted in all Ages, than go about to ſhew them- 
ſelves Zcalous Proteſtants, by being Traiterous 
Subjects. Study thenrto be quiet, by learning to 
reſt and _ upon God for the Future, and to 
acquieſce chearfully in his Providential Diſpoſal of 
things, without having any wicked deſigns againſt 
the Government,to prevent what 1s feared. 

| 6. A boiſterous and miſguided Zeal for Religion 
diſpoſes men to be ſeditious and unquier, and 
makes them ready for Treaſon or Rebellion. This 
I cannot onut mentioning, ſince 1t proved fo Fa- 
tal to this poor Iſland in the Late Times, and was 
the greatcauſe of the many Troublesand Confuſi- 
ons under which the Land groaned, And indeed, 
NCYCET 
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never are men more yiolently bent to be diforder- 
ly and unquiet, nay to attempt horrible things, 
than when they are carned away with a falſe and 
fiery Zeal for Religion; For, when the Religiaus 
Phrenſie is at the height,and mens headsrun upon 
the-goodnefsof a Cauſe, wherein they are nate or 
ded Gods Honour 1s concerned, they are com- 
monly intemperately hot in the ſeryice of ſuch a 
Cauſe, infomuch that no place is left for a Deli- 
berate Prudence and careful Conſideration, but 
they are ready to embrace all Motions,andtoen- 
gage furiouſly in any Entcrprizes that Jook that 
way, till at length perhaps the Zeal for Religion 
ends in a Damnable Plotand the Hot Religioniſts 
are the Horrid Traitors. And ſuch is the madneſs 
of that kind of Zeal,when men are moſt acted and 
ſht forward by it, that they think they are zea- 
ous for God, while they forget what he hath com- 
manded and forbidden, and that they are hisBu- 
fie and Godly Servants, when they are quite and 
clean gone _— the bounds of their Duty. 
Study then to be quiet, not by laying aſide Zeal 
for Religion, for It is a $20 thing always to be 
zealouſly affeed in a good Cauſe ; by takin 
care that your Zeal for Religion be the true Gof 
pel Zeal, that ic ſteer right, and be well guided; 
do. nor ſuffer it tro. make you ungutiful-ro your 
Goyer- 
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Governours, troubleſome to the State, or Rebels 
co your Prince, for itcan neverbea right Chriſti- 
an zeal that puts men on to theſe 1]] things ; and 
therefore do not think of ſhewing your Zeal for 
God by breaking his Laws, of being rre[1g10us 
for Religion , and of playing che Devil for Gods 
ſake ; but let your Zeal for Religion appear to be 
right and true, by its imploying you moſt of all 
in the practice of all the knownDunes of Religion, 
by its making you conſtant and reſolute there, 
nay, couragiousenoughto die for Religionif need 
be ; and then moreover be as ſtirring and indu- 
{trious as you can 1n the Cauſeof Religion,to pro- 
mote 1tsinterelt in the world, where you can do 
itlawfully and prudently ; but ſtudy to be quiet 
withall, let your Zeal, as to its aCtings, be kept 
within the limits of Peace, and then be as wiſe and 
buſic for God and a good Cauſe as your zeal 
prompts you to be. - 7 he wiſdom that is 
from above,is peaceable.and fois the Hea- 
venly zeal too. 

7. Contempt of the Government 1s another thing 
which makes men unquict under it, ang ready to 
doallthey can to fubyert it: And this diſpoſed- 
neſs to beunquict is too apparently in thofe peo- 
ple that will flock together contrary to the Laws, 
when they know they are forbiddento aflemble in 
E Mulritudes, 
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Multitudes, becauſe the Government is jealous of 
chem, and hath reaſon enough to beſo,. eſpecial- 
ly ſince the Old open Rebellion, and the New cloſe 
Conſpiracy. ' And by this time, I ſuppoſe, we ſee 
ſufficiently what little reaſon the King hath to ſuf- 
fer any PR to be Orators to great Aſſemblies, 
but ſuch with whom he may Gafely truſt his Peo- 
ple, and itis well known with what ſort of Tea- 
chers he dares not truſt them, and therefore juſt- 
ly forbids their appearing to ſpeak to Multicudes 
of Pcople unlawfully got togerher. Bur it ne- 
vertheleſs there are yet any that will diſturb the 
Goyernment, and put it into fears of them, by 

ctting into ſeparate meerings, and there venting 
their Boarind, to unlawful Aſſembles,in defiance 
of the Laws and Authority of the Realm, and chat 
too when there 1s no need of their Teachings (His 
Majeſtic recommending his People to other and 
better Inſtructers, whom he can truſt, and who 
are Lawfully called co the Miniſtry) what can we 
think of ſuch men as theſe, and of the crouds that 

o after them, but that they have learnt habicual- 
F; to deſpiſe the Authority of the Government, 
and conſequently thatthey arc too ready in any 
thing they can do to contribute to the prejudice 
of it. For therecan be no care orſtudying to be 


quiet under the Government, where there is not 
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a duc Reverence and awful Reſpect to it, and they 
are paſt pretending to that, who do any apparent 
deſpite to the Government, to diſturb and moleſt 
It, 
Laſtly, Difloya! Principles diſpoſe men to be 
unquiet Subjects, »iz. ſuch as theſe, That all Power 
is from the People, and is put into the Kings hands 
upon truft ; That it is lawful for Subjefs to enter in- 
to Covenants and Aſſociations for the Defence of them- 
ſelves and their Religion, againſt the command of the 
Prince; That Princes muſt ſubmit their Scepters to the 
Elderſhip and to the Church , That Heretical Princes 
being excommunicate are to be Depoſed, and may be 
killed by their Subjes; That when aKing is excommu- 
nicate by the Kirk,avd c:ſt intoHell,þe is not fit tolive 
upon the earth and the like, which are theDoctrines 
of Feſuits and Fanaticks,Do&trines of ſo pernicious 
a conſequence to the publick Peace, that it is e- 
nough to make us reject them as falſe without ex- 
amining them further ; and upon men of ſuch 
Principles the Adviceof the Text isbut thrown a- 
way, and tcan do no good _ them, there 
being no poſſible ſecurity of their being quiet. 
Study it then by a care not to be debauch'd by 
fach unpious Do&rnines and Principles as are de- 
ftructive of the quiet of the State, and do leave 
Governments and Goyernours inſecure. 
| E 2 | And 
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And thus having reckon'd up thoſe ſeveral 
things which diſpoſemen to unpeaccableneſs un- 
der © Government, we may ſee that to be quiet | 
Subjects we muſt ſtudy to be meckly minded, to 
be concent with our private circumſtances, and 
with the publick Adminiſtration of Afﬀairs, to be 
duly thankful co God for publick Blefſings,to con- 
fide in him for the future, ro regulate our Zeal, to 
revere the Authority of the Government, and to 
be peaceably and loyally principled. 

.- 2, Next weareto conſider what ought to be 
our care in our Carriage towards Others, for the 
preſervation of Quict. And we muſt be carctul 
thatnothing come from us which tends to haye 
ſoill aninfluence upon men, as to render them 
diſaffected towards the Government, and leſs 
contented to be quiet. We muſt avoidall mur- 
muring and repining at the preſent days, as if the 
former were better than theſe. For when pcople 
hearthus from us,, they are- apt to be- pur out of 
humour, and to be left the more Ailbarisfied at 
the preſent conſtitution of things, and ſo may 'in 
all lkclihood be ſtirredupto beunquiet. It ſhould 
be. our practice to ſtudy and promote Quiet, by 
repreſenting the publick Bleſſings and Adyanta- 
ges God affords us, info lively a manner, as to 
cget rather peace and contentment, nay thank- 
tulneſs 
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fulneſs in Mens minds. But let us be very wary 
how we ſuggeſt our diſcontents, or whiſper our 
diſlikes of che Government, or talk of Grievan- 
ces, and take heed withall, that we put not Mcn 
into cauſcleſs Fears and Jealouties, as if ill things 
were in hand, and bad days were a coming, 
through an ill management of Publick Afﬀairs ; 
leſitby our means People come to be ſtartled- and 
diſquieted, and then remain Enemies to the Go- 
vernment, tumulcuouſly given, and inflamable 
to Rebellion. To ſtudy ro be Quiet, and to 
keep men fo, 15 rather to do all we can to recon- 
cile Men to the Government, who it may be- arc 
apt enough of themſelves to fly out againſt it, 
and to complain where there 15 no Caule , and to 
fear where there 1s no Reaſon, and to find flaws 
where there are none. 

And then it mult be our care hkewiſe, that we 
do not leflen Pcoples inclinations to live as peace- 
ble Subjects ſhould do, by our expoſing any 
ways, or reflecting contemptuouſly upon the 
' Prince, by dwelling upon his privatefailings and 
infirmities , by attributing Publick Judgments 
to him, or the like, the conſequence whercof is 
likely to be this, That Men will be the more diſ- 
poſed to flight is Authoricy. The Student of 
Quiet will not ſpeak evil of the Ruler of his People, 
; ut 
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'- but is of a Loyal Diſpoſition, like to that of the 

Old Teftament Saints, who thought not fit to ſay 

Job 34. 18 70 @ King, Thou art wicked, or to Princes, 

ABS. wtg zngodly, or to reproach the foot-ſleps 
of Gods Anointed, 

Conſider we further how we are to do, if we 
ſtudy to be Quiet, and would continue ſo, that 
others may no ways incline us to the contrary ; 
and here theſe Advices will not be 1mproper. 

x. Decline to the utmoſt all cccafions of danger 
in this matter, and ſhun thoſe places where you 
are like to meet with temptations to unpeaceable- 
neſs ; and go not to the Schools of wunquietneſs, 
where you may chance to find your Prince abu- 
ſed, and his Miniſters of State traduced , and his 
Government defamed, and the Church railed at, 
and the groſs Ignorance and blind Zeal of poor 
People nice upon, for the ſtirring them up 
to Sedition and Rebellion : And indeed it is not | 
likely that you ſhould mect with any Doctrines 
of Obedience in ſuch Aſſemblies, where their 
very meeting together 15 an att of Diſobedience ; 
or that Loyalty ſhould be raught where Conventi- 
cling is practiſed. And therefore your Loyalty 
and Peaccableneſs will be much hazzarded, if you 
venture amongſt People got togerher in Crowds, 
-.contrary to the Law and Eſtabliſhment; = 
when 
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when you happen to hearcanting Reflections up-' 
on the Government 1n great Aſſemblies, you 
know not how far they may work upon you, cſpe- 
cially if all the while you perceive the Rabble a- 
bout you aredeeply affected therewith, and that 
Seditious Complaints from the Speaker, are ſecon- 
ded with groans from the Hearers. 

2. Do not eaſily believe, or hear with pleaſure, 
any ſcandalous ſtories concerning your Prince and 
his Government ; and be not carried away preſent- 
ly with News, Pamphlers, or Libels, that revr 
Ingly reflect upon both : We ſhould not too 
creduloufly hear 1]I things of one another incom- 
mon Converſation, much leſs of the King and 
Governinent : St. Paut would not have an Accu- 
faction lightly received againſt an Elder, _ 
or one in Authoricy in the Church, '. ? 
how much more careful ſhould we be, that we 
do not raſhly entertain any Accufation againſt 
our Prince, whereby he 1s reproached, or againſt 
the Government, whereby that is defamed : And 
conſider well the folly of being led by the Noſe, 
and betrayed into Diſloyaley by theſe means : 
They that would make you out of Love with the 
Government, by their ſcribling or talking, may 
in all likehhood be miſ-informed, and take things 

wrong themfclyes : Others ofchem may be _—_ 
| | and 
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and ſhort-ſighted, and only obtrude on you their 
idle and weak ConjeEtures upon the preſent con- 
dition of | Aﬀairs : Others of them, poſlibly 
Knaves, who may know well enough that things 
arc not really as they repreſent them, and yet will 
ſcatter abroad their baſe and ſcurrilous Refle&i- 
ons upon the Government, not that they intend 
you any good by what they infinuate, bur they 
have a delignof their own to bring about, and 


.you, and as many as they. can, they. would draw 


in to be Parties 1n their Seryice. Again, 1t 1s like 


neither they nor you are Competent Juciges of the 


intentions and proceedings of your Supcriours, 
norare their Arcana Imperii ſubjected ro Vulgar 
Apprchenfions: And what it by means of the 
Seditious Clamours of bad perſons you become 
diſaffected to the Government, and turn a Par- 
ty againſt it, and all upon a nuilake? What if 
you ingage preſently ina Treaſonable Attempt to 
overthrow the Government, whulit endeavours 
are faithfully uſed , that it might be managed . 
more and more for the publick Security and Ad- 
vantage, and to cut off a Prince, while he is really 
— and conſulting for your Wellfare and 
Happineſs ? This is very poſhble, I am ſure, 


| ſince we have had notorious inſtances of it even in 
our Days : For how hath a Goyernment been re- 
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viled, which continues the Enyy of the World, 
and is ſo admurably fitted and conſtituted for the 
'good of thoſe that are under it, and what num- 
_ of Libellous things have flown about to alie- 
nate mens Aﬀections from a Prince, that ſincere- 
ly intends and ſtudies theProſperity of his Subjects, 
and hath managed things ſo Happily by his Wiſe 
- and Prudent Conduct, A Prince of whom I may 
fay what King David cruly did of himſelf, that he 
hath all along fed his people according to 
the integrity of his heart, and guided them 
by the skilfulneſs of his hands. And let this teach 
you not to liſten credulouſly to ill Stories concer- 
ning your Supcriors,and not to read or hear with 
content theirIntentions blamed, or cheir Procee- 
dings Cenſured,[ct it rather always be yourRule to 
ſuſpect them that would tempt you to ſuſpect 
our Prince, and his Government. | 
3. Stand up vigorouſly to oppoſe the very firſt Mo- 
tions to Sedition, wheneycr you are ſurpriſed with 
any Dy of diſcourſe tending to that pur-- 
poſe; For by checking and diſcouraging unquiet 
Talkers of this kind you willnotonly in fomemea- 
ſure reſcue and ſave your ſelves from beingattem- 
pted wy more by them, but you may poſlibly 
divertthem from their unpeacable Defigns, and 
from entertaimng ſuch thoughts any longer _ 
elves, 
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ſelves, and ſo may preyent, or at leaſt contribute 
- conſiderably towards the preventing a great deal 
of miſchief that might follow ; For we know what 
dreadful Rebellions, Parricides, and Revolutio::; 
have ariſen from ſmall beginnings, and do rc- 
member for inſtance, that the Meries of the late 
times had theirriſeat firſtfrom ſeditions Talk, which 

rew afterwards to downright Treaſon, and the next 
thing was Remonſtrating, and at laſt it came to 
Arms, Arms. 

4. Weare to conſider in the fourth place, why 
the Apoſtle exhorting usto ſtudy to be quiet, pre- 
ſcribes this Expedient in particular, that we would 
do our own buſineſs ; and he thus adviſes to denote 
that there are two things very prejudicial to the 
publick quict, wiz. Idleneſs and Medling; and 
ſometimes they meet together both in the ſame 

rſons; for ſo St. Paul ſpeaksof fome whom he 
hi for wni\v ira{nulre dve weanetouire, idle and yer 
bufie too, that 1s, buſie 1n Aﬀairs not belonging 
to them, and Idle where they ſhould be bulic. 
Study to be Quiet, yet not ſoas to do nothing ; 
Study to do bufineſs,but let it be your own; Ide | 
neſs we know expoſes men toall temptations, and 
fo to the Devil, zo be /ed captive by him at his will 
Wereada ſtory in Zertullian of a wo- Saks 
man that had been newly proſelyted ro OO 
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the Faith of Chriſt, who going to theTheatre,retur- 
ned from thence poſleſled of the Devil ; whereup- 
on in the Exorciſm the Devil being askt how he 
came to venture upon a Believer, his Anſwer was, 
I do it moſt juſily, for, in meo eam inveni,[tound her 
idling upon my own ground ; But we are better 
fenced againit the Aſlaults of the Devil, if when he 
comes to attempt ushe finds us diligent at our 
own bulineſs ; for the 1dlc are more ready for 
wickedneſs, according as Temptation from with- * 
out may prompt them, as 1n particular, arecafily 
dealt withal to be in a Plor, and the morg there are 
of ſuch, the greater are the dangers of theSzare, for 
as much as ſuch people are alwaics ready to be cal- 
led 1a to be Parties, and to ſtrike in for miſchief 
uponany Tumultuous occaſion. Study then to 
be quiet, by avoiding idleneſs ; but by doing your 
own buſineſs too, preſumptuous Med/ing bein 
as deſtructive of quiet as the other ; And St. Peter 
' ranks thebufie-body with theevil-doer,the theif andthe 
murderer,x Pet 4.15. For when mens bitfie thoughts 
carry them abroad.,and theyareall forprying into 
the Afﬀairs of other,which donot belong to t 
ren tO onelf at length they do not look fo high as 
thcGovernment it ſelf, and umagining ſome preſſure 
there,and diſliking the Conduct of Po nicalAffaies 
rurn grave Medlers in oy Reformationof _ 
| 2 an 
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and State, taxing in the mean while what is done 
by their Superiors. : Now when every little place 
1s a Counſel-Tabte, and every ordinary fellow a 
States-man, and men that have nothing to do in 
the thing, will be modelling the Government ac- 
cording to their own fancy, and giving out their 
Politicks, and correcting the Conſtitution, as if it 
was defective,it 1s not like to be a quiet world. Men 
would do Godand their Country better ſervice, if 
they would keep cloſe to the balinek of their par- 
ticular vocations ; and itrive to excel in that, not 
troubling others with their conceits concerning 
State matters,when they are neither ſought for,nor 
deſired,nor needed, leaving the Adminiſtration of 
the Government to Godand our Superiours who 
arc intruſted with it, and are moſt concern'd there- 
in, and have greater helps from Almighty God in 
their judging and managing of Afﬀairs, than prag- 
matical Medlers can expect. Wherefore ſtudy to 
be quiet abroad, by taking care not not to move 
out of your own Sphere, and keeping your ſelyes 
bulic at home, 
- Andthis1sall that I ſhall ſay upon the firſt head, 
viz. how we are to ſtudy, or what is ſtudying: 
to be quict Subjects, and to live peaceably under 
the Government. 

What remains intheſecondplace,is to perſuade 
mentothis ſtudy of Quiet and that by —_— 
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* from ſundry Conſiderations, which however 1 
ſhall pur all together at this time, that being joint- 
ly conſidered,they might have the more force to 
check and correct the unquiet and diſloyal hy- 
moursof the preſent times. As, 

1, From the common and known advantages of 
quiet to Humane Society, which are better enjoyed 
than deſcribed. Things areat beſt in the fair tem- 
perate Climate, and flouriſh moſt when weare all 
at,quiet ; for then Arts and Sciences areimproyed, 
Trafficand Trade goes on, Riches increaſe, and fo 
doth Religion too, St Fames telling us 
that the fruits of righteouſneſs are | yp 
ii peace, and righteorsneſs and peace kiſs v7. 35. tc. 
earch other ; but where ſtrife is, there 7: 1.6. 
is not only Confuſion, but alſo every evil work. 

2. From the nature of God, to whom Peace 1s fo 
frequently attributed in the New Teftament,'as 
the great Lover and Author of it; For' he1s ſtiked 
the God of peace, peace 1sfaid to come from #1. 13. 20. 
him, and the wiſdom from above is peace- Rem: 1.7. 
able, and our Saviour pronounces 7s 3. 17: 
them the belovedand bleffed children of God that 
are peace-makers, and ſo do reſembletherr Heaven- 
ly Fatheras his true Sons: And there- mz: 5. 5. 
ln methinks they cannot well paſs for the Godly 
Party, or the people of God, thatcare the unquicr 
if Troublers 
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Troublers of our I{-ae/, and are the Children of Se- 
dition and Rebell;on. 

2. From the nature of the Religion we profeſs, 
which is an In/titution of Veace, all the Goſpel Do- 
Etrincs of Humility, Meek.eſs, Patience, Contented- 
neſs, and Contempt of the Worl.1, being calculated for 
the making men quiet. From the manner of its 
entring into the world, which was not by Trea- 
ſons and Tumults, but- in Silence and Peace; 
there were no Riſings or Mutinies at the firſt ap- 

rance of its Author, bnt a Song of 'Peace was 

King by Angels at his Birth, and His wice was 

xot heard in the flreets. And we know what was 
the Legacy he bequeathed to his Diſciples, and in 

them to all Chriſtians when he left the World, 

My PEACE I havewith you: and therefore it 

is ſtrange that Chriſtians, ſhould be the tur- 

bulent Men, that Chriſtians ſhould be Rebels, 
and Traytors, and Troublers of the World. 

4. From our being required in the Doftrine of the 
Goſpel, more eſpecially tolive quietly, as we are Sub- 
Rom. 13, 1. J&1s and under Government, As not to re- 
ae ſift the Power, becauſe 'it is the Crdinance 
1 Pet. 2. 13. Of God, to be ſubjeft to Principalities and 
- Powers, to Honour the King, to ſubmit 
to him as Supreme, and as the Miniſter of God next 
under him, and. ſtead of making quick mo 
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with our Soveraign, and them that are next him 
in che Government, by haſty Afſaſſinations, our 
Religion bids us pray for Kings and all that are in 
Authority, that under them we might lead quiet and 
peaceable lives in all godlineſs and honeſty. We are 
to be quiet towards them, and are to pray to God 
for them, that we may live quietly under them. 

s. From the examples of the ſirſt Chriſtians, who 
were the famed men of their Time for Meekneſs 
and Quietneſs, and under very ſevere uſage from 
the Government, but yet could neyer find jn their 
hearts toengage in anyTreafonableDeſign againſt 
tt, nor ever lookt upon their Numbers as an en- 
couragement to Rebecllious Inſarreftions, bur 
without giving any difrepect to Authority, or 
diſturbance to the Government, were reſoluteand 
patient ſufferers tor Chriſt, and that was all. 
. 6. From the great injury we do our Religion, 
' and the reputation of our Profeſſion in the world by 

a under Government, nothing being 
more likely to render it odious in the eyes of 
others, and to cauſe it to be il! ſpoken of, cſpe- 
cially amongſt the Prizces of the Earth. Plots 
and Rebellions are things that ſound yery ill 
in the world, and caſt an tac reproach upon 
the Religion they are of that practiſe 1uch 
Villanies; For which reaſon in particular, as we 
{ce 


( 40 ) 
ſee 1n the yerſe after the Text, the Apoſtle coun- 
ſcls the Theſalonian Believers to ſtudy to be 
quiet, wiz. That they might walk honeſtly towards 
them that are without. It then you have any 
regard to the honour and reputation of that 
Chriſtanity you profeſs, and would not have 
the name of the Lord blaſphxmed, nor the beſt 
and” moſt Divine Religion and -Inftitution of 
our dear Sayiour ſuffer among(t 7aris and 
Infidels, Study -co be quiet, and Ic not the 
world hearof Confpiracics andTreaſons. amongſt 
Chriſtian. People, let no ſuch thing be zold in 
Gath, or publiſhed in the ſtreets of Askelon. 

7. From the nature of unq::i:tneſs, and plotting 
againſt Princes and Governments, as it. is the De- 
vils great work, and his buſineſs to ſludy it, and 
carry it on in the world, God Alnughty 1s the 
great Monarch of the world to govern it. bya 
wife and good Providence ; The Devil 1s the 
God. of this world to roil and diſorder - it, to 
confound all things in it, and to put them out 
of courſe as much as, he can. Ahad's 
overthrow was contrived by evil Spi- * "92 frnY 
rits. Fudas was ſpurr'd on by the De- 7 "7 7 
vil to betray his Maſter. Satan flood 
up againſt Iſrael, and moved David to number Iſ- 
rael 1n order to their common ruin; and in 
our 
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our days I ſuppoſe it is he that hath moved a 
Party of men to take a ſuryey of their Numbers, 
andto examine their ſtrength, in order to In- 
ſurrections, a Rebellion, and National Deſola- 
tion ; And though the Devil no doubt be very 
bulie in contriving and bringing about pri- 
vat mens harm ; yet the ſport that pleaſes him 
beſt, and which he loves and ſeeks wot, is th 
deftruction of whole Communities and Bodies 
Politick, and whatcycr ſome may happen tv 
gain by a publick Tumult and Confuſion, and 
the ruin of a Government, the Devil is ſure to 
get molt by 1c; and theretore to me nothing a 
rs to look more like che Devil and his handy- 
work, than Seditious Unquictneſs and a Plot; 
Treaſonable Confpiracies are of that Narure, 
that he is innothing, if not in ſuch things. Stu- 
dy then to be quiet Subjects, if you ſtudy the 
- contrary you are the Devils Students; if your 
minds be upon ditturbing the publick Quiet, 
and oyerthrowing Governments, you are Scho- 
lars managed by his ſuggeſted Inſtructions, and 
if you be in a Plot, you are his Vaſlals and 
Tools, and upon his work. Bleed, fanh our 
Saviour, are the peace-makers, for they ſhall be cal- 
ed the children of God : And it may be (aid, Cut- 
{kd are the Peace-breakers, thoſe chiefly that dil 
G - quict 
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quiet Governments, ,thoſe yet more eſpecially 
that Confſpire againſt the beſt of Kings and Go- 
vernments, for they ſhall be-called the Children 
of the Devil, | 

8. From the pros Conſequences of a Treaſona- «| 
ble Succeſs, when by Gods permiſſion a Plot 
takes effect, and the Blow is given, and the Land 
put into Confuſion :. Roil the Water , and what 

ets up to the top but Mud and Filth? So in the 
4. times, when the Land was roil'd, the y 
Mud of the people gor highe(t, and to the place: 
of Rule. ' And had chis deteſtable Conſpiracy 
ſucceeded, and the Waters of our 1ſae/ been trou- 
bled, ſome of the filth of the Land would ſoon 
have been uppermoſt, and inftcad of a moſt Gra- 

cious and Prudent Prince, a Renowned: Clergy, 
Reverend and Learned Judges, and che like Blefſ- 
ſings which we now enjoy , what a ſtrange new 
ſer of Governours, and Teachers, and Managers 
of Afﬀairs were like to have come in their room 2 
| Y Itis ſure wholeſom Advice of Solomon, Fear God and 
the King,and meddle not with them that are 
given to change. For when a Change in 
the Government 1s once begun,men do not know 
when or where to make an- end, having gone 
from better to worſe, they {till go on from wore 
to worſe, till either they return thicher again, 
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from whence they have wandered , or tick faſt 
in the Mire, and continue in a remedileſs Con- 
fuſion. Study therefore to be quiet, and peacea- 
bly to ſubmur to the, Government , not toreſce- 
ing the Conſequences of the ſucceſs of a Traite- 
rous Deſign, leſt you (ce your Folly in the end, 
and, with too lage a Repentance, ſhare in thoſe 
miſeries you have brought upon your ſclves. 

9. From zts being the wery. firſt thing inſiſted on 
in the Proverbial Injlructions of the miſeſt of meer 
men, that we would be perſuaded to have no hand 
in wicked Conſpiracies. This you fee in the firſt 
Chapter of the Proverbs, where the Wiſe Man 
deſiring a due attention to his Inſtructions ; 
Hear mySon the Inſtr ion of thyFather,v.1 o. ſpeak- 
ing as a Wiſc,and Grave, and Experienced Perſon 
toa young beginner 1n tac World : His firſt Ad- 
vice 1sthis, which immediately follows, My. Son, 
if finners entice thee conſent thou not, v. 10. What 
Sinners 1n particular ? Bloody Afociators : as 
appears by what follows. If they ſay come with us, 
let us lay wait for blood, let us lurk privily for the 
innocent without . cauſe, let us ſwallow them up alive 
as in the Grave,and whole as thoſe that go down into 
the Fit ; we /iall find all precious ſubſtance, we ſhall 
fill our. Houſes with ſpoil ; Caſt in- thy Lot amongſt 
us, and let 1:5 all have -one purſe, My Son, walk 
| G 2 thou 
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thox not in the way with them, refrarn thy foot from 
their path. So headviſes at the very firſt, which 
makes me wonder that Men of any. Prudence 
or Gravity at all, ſhould be found in an horrible 
Confpiracy, contrary to the ancxent Advice of 
the Wiſe Man, who was ſo muchagainſt bloody 
Confederacies, that he begms dis In{ftrutions 
with expreſſing his great deteſtation of rhem : 
And furely what was Wiſdowm and what was Folly 
m thoſe Elder Ages of the World, and in the days 
of the Wiſe-man, is fonow. When therefore they 

fy, as in the Parable, Come let us Kill the Heir, 
that the Inheritance may be ours, Conſent thou 
not ; and in abhorrence of their Treaſonable Con- 
fulrs, let every one of us ſay in particular, 0 my 
Sout come not thou into their ſecret. 

10. From the abſurdity of the uſual pretences 
that are made to caſt ſome colour upon a Treafonable 
Deſion : Andnow Gods Glory,and the good of thePub- 
lick; never tail coming 1n to be part of theDetign 
when any great Villany is moved or ſet on foor. 
And is Rehgion and Gods Caufe a pretence for 
Ereafon and Rebellion ? This is next to Blafphe- 
my, and 1s an impious Reflection upon the Wit- 
dom or Power of God, as1f to bring about his 

 ewn Defigns, he ſtood in need of our Devihſh 
Devices: And this is yet more abſurdly oy 
tended, 
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tended, when by EÞÞſe who have no Rehigion at 
all ; and while c&. tell you of Gods Glory, aim 
only ar their own, not ſerving God, but their own 
Bellies ; and a wicked Confprracy ſeldom wants 
the help of fome plauſible Arheiſts to carry it on: 
Or, muſt men undertake to be Traytors in de- 
fence of the Righes and Liberties of 'the People, 
and upon pretence to put by Arbitrary Domint- 
on? That Eyilis like to be removed by a Trea- 
fonable ſucceſs, when the Government 1s quite 
unhing'd, and all Lawsturn'd out of doors, and 
the Foundations of Property taken away, and 
people are at their Liberty to ſcramble for what 
they can ger, and the Party that happens to'be 
the Power ſhall enflave all the reft. And yet the 
ſtrangeſt thing of alt is, that the beſt of Churches 
mult be deſtroyed for the intereft of Religion, 
and thehappieſt of Governments for the good of 
the People, and the moſt gentle and merciful of 
Princes to be delivered from Tyranny. Batl ſup- 

ofe the caſe is this, The Prince 15a 7yrant —_ 

cauſe he 15a Monarch, andreſtrains unruly Sub- 
jects that threaten his Throne; and the Clamour 
for Religion 1s, becauſe men have not their full 
liberry to- be of any Religion, or of none; and the 
Government 18 a Grievanceand Bondage, becauſe 
notfix'd inthe”eop/e,and mens Rights are invaded, 
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becauſe they are Govern'd, angyiicy are Slaves on- 
ly becauſe they are not Kings themſelves,” and if it 
be ſo;God keepus in our Happy Slavery, and from 
theGrievances of Liberty and Property which our 
wretched Confpirators would have procured for 
us, The goed.Lord deliver us. I argue yet further 
to perſwade men to, quietneſs under Goyern- 
ment, ! - | 

11. From thoſe heavy Puniſhments in the 0- 
ther world, of a ſeditious and Treaſonable unqui- 
etneſs in -this, which will follow without repen« 
tance. This I ſpeak with the greateſt ſeriouſ- 
neſs : For can it be imagined that they who arc 
the Turbulent men in this world, and would 

overthrow States and Kingdoms here, will be 
ever reckoned meet to be admitted into a Hea- 
ven of eternal Quiet and Serenity hereafter? no; 
a miſerable Hell of Havock and Confuſion 1s 
a place more proper for them; and ;there, if 
they repent not, they, arc like ro be. In the Pa- 
rable ot the Lord and his Servants we 
read, that he came and found ſome of them 
ſmiting . their - fellow; Servants, (and had, not this 
Plot been detected, what: ſmiting work would 
there have been- of tellow-ſervants and fellow- 
- ſfubjxas?) And the Lord commanded that thieſe 
Smiters. ſhould: be. cut aſunder; where their pu- 
| niulhmenc 
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niſhment in the other world is threatned to be 
very Grieyous, as 1t 1s repreſented bearing ſome 
Analogy to that Temporal puniſhment which 
the Law here inflicts upon Traitors, which is 
Quartering of them, a Puniſhment they juſtly 
deſerve, who go about to tear whole Societies 
and Kingdoms to pieces. + 

« 12, From the little likelihood that ſuch ſhould 
eſcape the hand of Juſtice in this world. For what 
Deſignis more fooliſh, or what Attempt is more 
unhkely co take effect than a Treafonable Con- 
federaxy, eſpecially when many areengaged in 
it? And whereas infinite are thoſe Accidents 
which may hinder the ſucceſs of a Plot, one 
of them may be enough to occafion' its Dif- 
covery, and ruin the Confpirators. Eſpecially 
if another thing be conſider'd, which is all that 
I ſhall add to perſwade men to the Study of 
 Quietneſs, and to be peaccable under Govern- 
ment, and 'that argument 1s, 

Laſtly, From the wonderful Providence of God, 
whereby he brings to nought the Counſels, and de- 
feats the Purpoſes of thoſe who Conſpire the ruin'of 
Governments. This I 'hope may in fome meaſure 
prevail with men to be quier, chough the'other 
Conſiderations. now. mentioned ſhould -do no 
good: upon them;.1f Gods Wordiand other Ar- 

| guments: 
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guments cannot teach you Peaccableneſs and 
Loyalty, yet however be ſo wiſcas tolarn it from 
his Providences; Nay do not wonder if by his 
Providences he ſhews his diſlike of ſuch things, 
which he hath expreſly forbiddenin his word, wiz. 
of Treaſonable ; xd in not ſuffering them to 
' take effect, or but ſeldom, and then for weighey 
reaſons belt known cw furl: There aremany de- 
5.12021. UUcesInthe hearts of Traytors,but the Coun- 
"” felof the Lord that jhall lands and unleſs 
you knew whathis fecrer Counſel was, atis1h vain 
to attempt thoſe things. which he 1s mighey like 
to hinder; For God in his Proyidence hath a 
parcicular regard to the Concernments of King- 
doms and Bodies Politick, which laſt not beyond 
this life, and are his Care only here; and he wall 
make it appear that he really Governs the world, 
by his care over States and Communities, becauſe 
in their Preferyation and Deliverances his pro- 
vidence ſhews it felt the moſt illuſtriouſly to 
be takennotice of by the Inhabicants of the carch : 
Moreover if Gods Proyidence be not unconcern'd 
in leſſer matters, and private perſons arc under the 
ſhadow of his wings, moſt aſluredly he is intent up- 
on the good of Governments, wherein the hap- 
pineſs of Thouſands is inyolyed.Betherefore quiet 
and ſtil], for if you riſe to be Traitors and R. bet, 


then God will ariſe too, and ſcatter his Enemies; 
and though the deſign may have gone ona great 
while, as if God was ſilent and neuter in the 
caſe, and the wy_r of Iſrael ſlumber d and ſlept, yet 
when 1t 1s near the Execution, as the Pſalmift ele- 
gantly ſpeaks, Then the Lord awakes | 
as one outof fleep, and'like a , mighty, - -; 
man that jhouteth by reaſon of wine, and  ſmites his 
Enemies in the hinder parts, and putsthem to per- 
petual reproach. Accordingly the - Wiſe Man, in 
chat firſt Chapter of the Proverbs before mentio- 
ned, where he expreſſes his hatred of bloudy Com- 
binations, ſpeaks in like manner : Swrely in vain 
the net is ſpread , and they lay wait for their own 
bloud, and lurk privily for their own lives, v. 17,18. 
Wherefore learn to be quiet, becauſe the Pſalmi/t 
tells you, The Lord reigneth and ſitteth be- 
tween the Cherubims, be the people never ſo 
unquiet. Men may deſign and _ as they wall, 
yet he governs, and will order thi 


Pal. 79.:65,66:; 


Pſ. 99. 1, 


ings as he ſeeth 
good : Whatſcever the Lord pleaſes that 
doth he in Heaven, and in Earth, and in © ©” 
the Sea, and in all deep places: He hath ſhewn 
his power and providence in all Ages, inthe mira- 
culous Deliverances of his Church ; -he hath 
timeafter time wondertully delivered this Church 
and State, and hath as wonderfully irene to 

| - is ">" _ 


Pfat. 135. 6. 


fave us at this time ; And from theſe tepeated 
vidences, whereby we have been welervol.” lee 
our Encmies learn to be quiet, and to Yifr up their 
Heel no more againſt us, leſt they be found fighting 
againft God, and ſtriving with a Reprobate 
Impudence againſt all thoſe Repulfes Heaven 
hath given them; and learn to be Loyal 
to a Prince whoſe Government over us -1s 
mightily afſerted by Providence, whom God 
hath ſo frequently delivered from the Sons of 
Violence, atrd hath ſo muraculoutly preſerved, 
that we may well think him to be cheCare of Hea- 
yen, and that-God has undertaken his. Protecti- 
ott : And in the mean while ler us befeech God 
that he would be pleafed to diſcourage our 1ll- 
willers and tF-aftetted Men from all Unquier 
and Treafonable Atcempts, by fill appearing 
aciouſly for'us , that he would (till go on to 
let the World know that he is our Saviour and 
. mighty Delfverer : And fo let us Conclude all 
with an excellent Collect of our Church for this 
purpoſe, which we uſe in our daily Deyotions, 


OG0d, who art the Autho2 of Peace, and 
lover of Concozd, fn knowledge of whom 
ſftandeth our Eternal Life, whoſe ſervice 
is perkect freedom ; Defend ns hy mm : 

nts 


ſervarits in allaſſaults of our Erienies; thar- ® 
" Weſurely truſting in thy defence, may not © 
fear the power of any Adverſaries, though 


the might of Jeſus Chzift our Lozd, Amen. 


